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COMMITTLF ON RULES: FEDERAL. FORLIGN & MICRONESIAN AFFAIRS: 
HUMAN & NATURAL RtSOURGS. ElECTION REFORM. AND CAPITOL Dl51RJCI 
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RE: Committee Report on Bill No. 279-33(COR) As Substituted by the Committee 

Hafa Adai Speaker Won Pat: 
~ 

:::~ 

The Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign and Micronesian Affairs, Human and Natural Resources, Eh[i1Jion 
Reform and Capitol District hereby reports out its findings and recommendations on Bill No. 279-33 (COR);As 
Substituted by the Committee - "AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (b) TO §3102 AND A N:EW 
SUBSECTION (1) TO §3102 (c); AND TO AMEND §3108 OF CHAPTER 3; AND TO AMEND §9126 OF 
CHAPTER 9; AND TO AMEND §15402 OF CHAPTER 15; AND TO AMEND §2103 (c) OF CHAPTER 2; ~~D 
TO ADD NEW §1122 AND §1123 TO CHAPTER l; AND TO AMEND §3110 (b); AND TO AMEND §312!:!£); 

AND TO AMEND §3123; AND TO AMEND §3124; AND TO AMEND §3126 AND §3127 ALL OF CHAPTE~3; 
AND TO AMEND §4102 OF CHAPTER 4; AND TO AMEND §7116 (a) OF CHAPTER 7, ALL OF TITL-@3, 
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO CLARIFYING THE GUAM ELECTION CODE," by 
Senator Nerissa B. Underwood, Ph.D. 

Committee votes are as follows: 

TO PASS 

NOTTO PASS 

TO REPORT OUT ONLY 

TO ABSTAIN 

TO PLACE IN INACTIVE FILE 

Very Truly Yours, 

Rory}. Respicio 

155 Hesler Place• Hagarna, Guam 96910 • (671 )472-7679 •Fax: (671)472-3547 • roryforguam@gmail.com 
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AMEND §3108 OF CHAPTER 3; AND TO AMEND §9126 
OF CHAPTER 9; AND TO AMEND §15402 OF 
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Sponsored by 
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SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJORI1Y LEADER 

CHAIRPERSON 
COMMlTTH ON RULES; FEDERAL fORE!GN & MICRONESIAN AFFAIRS; 
HUMAN & NA!1JRAL RESOURCES. ElECflON RHOl<M. AND CAPITOL DISTRJL'T 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Members 

I Mina 'trentai Tres na Liheslaturan Guiihan 
THIRTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

Committee on Rules, Federal1 Foreign and Micronesian Affairs, Human and Natural Resources 
Election Reform and Capitol District 

From: Senator Rory J. Respicio 

Subject: Committee Report on Bill No. 279-33 (COR) As Substituted by the Committee 

Transmitted herewith for your review and consideration is the Bill No. 279-33 (COR) As Substituted 
by the Committee - "AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (b) TO §3102 AND A NEW 
SUBSECTION (1) TO §3102 (c); AND TO AMEND §3108 OF CHAPTER 3; AND TO AMEND §9126 
OF CHAPTER 9; AND TO AMEND §15402 OF CHAPTER 15; AND TO AMEND §2103 (c) OF 
CHAPTER 2; AND TO ADD NEW §1122 AND §1123 TO CHAPTER 1; AND TO AMEND §3110 (b); 
AND TO AMEND §3121 (f); AND TO AMEND §3123; AND TO AMEND §3124; AND TO AMEND 
§3126 AND §3127 ALL OF CHAPTER 3; AND TO AMEND §4102 OF CHAPTER 4; AND TO 
AMEND §7116 (a) OF CHAPTER 7, ALL OF TITLE 3, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO 
CLARIFYING THE GUAM ELECTION CODE," by Senator Nerissa B. Underwood, Ph.D. 

This report includes the following supporting documents: 
• Committee Vote Sheet 
• Committee Report Digest 
• Copy of Bill No. 279-33 (COR) As Substituted by the Committee 
• Copy of Bill No. 279-33 (COR) As Introduced 
• Public Hearing Sign-in Sheet 
• Copies of Submitted Testimony & Supporting Documents 
• Fiscal Note Requirement for Bill No. 279-33 (COR) 
• Referral of Bill No. 279-33 (COR) 
• Public Hearing Notices 
• Public Hearing Agenda 

Please take the appropriate action on the attached voting sheet. Your attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Si Yu'os Ma'dse! 

155 Hesler Place• Hagatfia, Guam 96910 • (671 )472-7679 • Fax: (671)472-3547 • roryforguam@gmail.com 



SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJORITY LEADER 

IItlina'trentai Tres na Liheslatumn Guiihan 
TH GUAM LEGISLATURE 

COMMITTEE VOTING SHEET 
Bill No. 279-33 (COR) As Substituted by the Committee - "AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION 
(b) TO §3102 AND A NEW SUBSECTION (1) TO §3102 (c); AND TO A1'·ffND §3108 OF CHAPTER 3; 
AND TO AMEND §9126 OF CHAPTER 9; AND TO AMEND §15402 OF CHAPTER 15; AND TO 
AMEND §2103 (c) OF CHAPTER 2; AND TO ADD NEW §1122 AND §1123 TO CHAPTER 1; AND TO 
AMEND §3110 (b); AND TO Ai\1END §3121 (f); AND TO AMEND §3123; AND TO AMEND §3124; 
AND TO AMEND §3126 AND §3127 ALL OF CHAPTER 3; AND TO AMEND §4102 OF CHAPTER 4; 
AND TO A1WEND §7116 (a) OF CHAPTER 7, ALL OF TITLE 3, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, 
RELATIVE TO CLARIFYING THE GUAM ELECTION CODE," by Senator Nerissa B. Underwood, 
Ph.D. 

Chairperson 

Senator Thomas C Ada 
Vice-Chairperson 

Speaker Judith T. Won Pat, 

Member 

Vice-Speaker Benjamin J.F. Cruz 

Member 

Legislative Secretary 
Tina Rose Muna Barnes 

Senator Frank B. Aguon, Jr. j 
Member J Jt) 

Senator Dennis G. Rodriguez, Jr. 

Michael F.Q. San Nicolas 

""'"Cl""' V. Anthony Ada 
Leader 

Hesler Place • •Fax: • 



SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJORITY LEADER 

CHAIRPERSON 
COMMITTEE ON RULES: FEDERAL FOREIGN & MICRONESIAN AHAIRS: 
HUM~N & NATURA[ RESOURCfS ttECT!ON l\HDRM. AND CAPITO! D!STIUCT 

l Mina'trentai Tres na Liheslaturan Guiihan 
THIRTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

COMMITTEE REPORT DIGEST 

I. OVERVIEW 

The Conunittee on Rules, Federal, Foreign and Micronesian Affairs; Human and Natural Resources, Election Reform, and Capitol District convened a public 
hearing on Tuesday, March 22, 2016 at 9:00 A.M. in the Public Hearing Room of I Li!teslaluran Guahan. Among the items on the agenda was the 
consideration of Bill No. 279-33 (COR)- "AN AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (1) TO §3102(b) OF CHAPTER 3, TI1LE 3, GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO CLARIFYING ELIGIBLE AGE FOR VOTING DURING THE PH.IMARY AND GENERAL ELECITON," by Senator Nerissa 

B. Underwood, Ph.D. 

• Introduced on March 15, 2016; 

• Referral forwarded to this committee for public consideration on March 15, 2016. 

Public Notice Requirements 
Notices were disseminated via e-mail and facsimile to alt senators and all main media broadcasting outlets on March 15, 2016 (5-Day Notice), and again on 
March 18, 2016 (48-Hour Notice), thereby meeting the noticing requirements of the Open Government Law. Notices were also transmitted to various 

stakeholders. 

Senators Present 
Senator Rory J. Respicio, Chairperson 
Senator Nerissa B. Underwood, i\1ember 
Senator V. Anthony Ada, Member 
Senator Mary C. Torres, Member 

II. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY & DISCUSSION 

Mr. Leonardo Orsini, Guam Youth Congress, provided oral and written testimony in support of the bill. (Please see attached for written 
testimony.) 
Ms. Maria I.D. Pangelinan, Executive Director, Guam Election Commission, provided oral and written testimony in support of the bill. 
(Please see attached for written testimony.) 
Dr. Ron McNinch, provided oral testimony on the bill. 
Mr. Joe Sanchez, Deputy Superintendent, Guam Department of Education, provided oral and written testimony in support of the bill. (Please 
see attac11ed for written testimony.) 
Mr. Phil Protasio, provided written testimony in opposition of the bill. (Please see attached for written testimony.) 

Chairman Rory J. Respicio called the public hearing on Bill No. 279-33 (COR) to order at 9:00 A.M. and allowed the main sponsor of the bill, Senator 
Nerissa B. Underwood, Ph.D. to provided remarks. (]'lease see attached for Sponsor Statement.) 

Mr. Leonardo Orsini 
Please see attached for written testimony 

Ms. Maria I.D. Pangelinan 
Please see attached for writ ten testimony 

Dr. Ron McNinch 
I work at the University of Guam and I teach Public Administration which related to this topic I support this bill. It will have a number of positive purposes. 
Primary elections are elections which are used when narrowing down a slate for a party. Typically, primaries are the domain but cm Guam, we pay for these 
primaries with out spare dollars. lf we want to adjust and change the view a bit on allowing young people to vote, it should be allowed because we are 
paving for it and if parties don't like it, let them do their own election. That's the kind of edge I k'tcl if the parties are objecting to this. I don't the parties on 
Guam will object to it. In the US mainland they have this issue of having to the point where they turn 18. The primary is very important and this is why: it 
allows a particular amount of people who are 17 turning 18 to show others they can vote and when young and that creates that kind of atmosphere where 
others want to vote. There are very famous person, Thorstein Veblen who said that we do stuff constantly comparing ourselves to other people we want to 
be just like them. 

Senator Nerissa B. Underwood 
Thank you to the individuals who testified. lne bill was just introduced late last week and I would like to thank the Chairman for hearing the bill right 
away. Ms. Pangelinan, what is the number of registrants who are 16 years old? 



Ms. Pangelinan 
don't 

Senator Underwood 
rherc 

Ms. Pangelinan 
I 

Senator Underwood 
We SSHSbut 

l\fs. Pangelinan 

in 

to 

meeting, 
track of how 

Committee Report for Bill No. 279-33 (COR) 
Committee Human and Natural Resources 

2 nf 

registered at 

The invitation came from SSHS. One student at Tiyan High School a As soon as the students come in, we do what we can to 
imnH•.ii"t."lv a..:commodatt: them, On March at l larn, SSHS is having a voter registrar drive and their goal is to 100 voters. 

Senator Underwood 
l just can't imagine the otht:r If bill into law. would be 
additional us so much fol' your work. 

Guam Mr, Pen.'L was present al as an observer. 

Senator Mary C. Torres 
Thank you for Maria, I had a question when you talked about the Commission 
now, Can you to me, right now when we 
lo vote• you will be added to the voter rolls, correct? 

Ms. Pangelinan 
ma'am. 

Senator Torres 
So what to 

voter rolls say this orw coming 

Ms. Pangelinan 
that 

Senator Torres 

Ms. Pangelinan 

Senator Torres 

Ms.. Pangeiinan 

Senator Torres 

our 

arc· 

election, 

rolls 

to vote, under current statute and you tum !8 years old at the Election, vou will 

old? The date the primary or How do vou determine 

Pr1n1arv. 

small sure 

! hat will not 
will into all 

of o-n 

on 



Ms. Pangelinan 
With 

a 

Senator Torres 

the 

Committee Report for Bill No. 279-33 (COR) 
Committee on Human and Natural Resources 

of 

are 

at this 

I think what when you show up for voting at that will lD 
can do further on what verification of ID m('ans. VV"' know that with online vot('r registration the up. the verifications 

'"""'"'""on the Dept. of .Motor Vehicles Division have gone the vetting process and ascertain you in fact the person you are. What 
we do on the portion when where it doesn't say that you must show your ID. does tell your to all your 

so that verification part we can slip in there. We can add in then• you feel it would make it clear. 

Ms. Pangelinan 
l'm at the law. one area of concern bec.mse of the deletion 

Annn•n;,t» any that can be done. In the deleted portion the law, it was 
government ID \vhen to vote. 

Senator Torres 

that area. 
broad 

I want to look inh> that because l want to make sure we do, we provide for official ID for verification. I appreciate it and [ aciKrn)w!ecte:e that everyone if 
putting a lot uf effort into this. 

Mr. Joe Sanchez 

then Bill No. 279-33 (COR) was 

III. WRITTEN TESTIMONY 
1. Mr. Leonardo Orsini, Guam Youth Lcm~~re·ss, provided oral and written testimony in support of the bill. (Please see attached for written 

testimony.) 
2. Ms. Maria 1.D. Pangelinan, Executive Director, Guam Election Commission, provided oral and written in support of the bi!L 

(Please see attached far written tP<:ti1»a1111 

3. Mr. Joe Sanchez, Deputy Superintendent, Guam Department of Education, provided oral and written testimony in support of the bill. (Please 
see attached fin· written res:runonl/ 

4. Mr. Phil Protasio, provided written in opposition of the bill. Wfoase see written tP<trnnmn11 

• Guam 0 • • • 



I Jlc1/NA 'TRENTAI TRES NA LIHESLATURAN GUAll4lV 
2016 (SECOND) REGULAR SESSION 

Introduced by: N.B. Undenvood, Ph.D. 

AN AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (1) TO 
§3102(b) OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 3, GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO CLARIFYING 
ELIGIBLE AGE FOR VOTING DURING THE 
PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION. 

BEITENACTEDBYTHEPEOPLEOFGUAM: 

Section l. A new Subsection (I) hereby added l 02 (b) of 

3 Chapter 3, Title 3, Guam Code Annotated, to read as follows: 

4 Notwithstanciing the requirem(!ntsof Subsection (a) and 

5 lb) 
'""·--,;' 

(18) still current, 

8 be entitled th1e pri111ary 

Section 2. Effective Date. This Act shall become upon 

10 enactment. 

J l Section 3. Severabilitv. If anv . . of this or 

to or held invalid, the invalidity 

which can be 

4 or application provisions of Act 

are 



I ltllNA'TRENTA.I TRES NA LIHESUTURAN GUAllAN 
2016 (SECOND) REGULAR SESSION 

Bill No. 279-33 (COR) 
As Substituted by the Committee 

Introduced by: N.B. Underwood, Ph.D. 

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (b) TO 
§3102 AND A NE\V SUBSECTION (1) TO §3102 (c); 
AND TO AMEND §9126 OF CHAPTER 9; AND TO 
AMEND §15402 OF CHAPTER 15; AND TO 
Ai11END §2103 (c) OF CHAPTER 2; AND TO ADD 
NEW §1122 AND §1123 TO CHAPTER 1; AND TO 
AMEND §3110 (b); AND TO AMEND §3121 (f); AND 
TO AMEND §3123; AND TO A,\1END §3124; AND 
TO AME1VD §3126 AND §3127 ALL OF CHAPTER 
3; AND TO AMEND §4102 OF CHAPTER 4; AND 
TO AMEND §7116 (a) OF CHAPTER 7, ALL OF 
TITLE 3, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE 
TO CLARIFYING THE GUAM ELECTION CODE 
ELIGIBLE AGE FOR VOTING DURING THE 
PRll\,IARY AND GENERA.L El:,ECTIONS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAI\f: 

Section 1. A new subsection (b) to § 3102 and a new subsection (1) to 

3 102 (c) of Chapter 3, Title 3 of Guam Annotated Code, hereby added to 

4 read: 

5 "§3102. Affidavit of Registration, Necessity for and Contents of. 

6 (a) No person shall be 

7 registration made before an authorized registration clerk or, in the case of an 

8 absentee voter, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter l 0 of this Title. Before 



such affidavit shall be made, person shall if he or she is currently 

2 vote in other jurisdiction. If that person answers 

3 affirmatively, that person shall identify said jurisdiction and complete and 

4 sign an attested statement on a form provided by the Commission which 

5 requests the cancellation of that person's registration, and which shall be 

6 forthwith forwarded by the Commission to that jurisdiction. If that person 

7 answers negatively, that person shall nonetheless identify the jurisdiction in 

8 which that person last voted. No registration clerk shall register any person 

9 except upon the person's declaration under penalty of pe1jury that the person 

1 O is a citizen of the United States who will be at least eighteen ( 18) years of age 

11 on the date of the next election to be conducted by the Commission, and that 

12 the person is a resident of Guam. The affidavit of registration form by the 

13 appiicant shall contain: 

14 ( 1) that applicant's given name, middle name, if any, and surname; 

15 (2) the street name and number, municipality or lot number, and 

16 municipality where that person resides on Guam; 

17 (3) that the person declares under penalty of perjury that he or she is a 

18 citizen of United States who will be at eighteen ( 18) years of age on 

19 the date of the next election to be conducted by the Commission; 

(4) that the person has been a resident of Guam for not less than thi1ty 

2 l (30) days immediately preceding the date on which the 

held: 

election will be 

(5) that applicant's complete mailing address, if different from the 

residence address. including office address, city or town, code or 

other designation by that person for receiving mail. The form shall also 

include a line the applicant's e-mail address (optional to applicant); 

2 



1 (6) that applicant's telephone number; 

2 (7) that applicant's place of birth; 

3 (8) that applicant's date of birth; 

4 (9) one ( 1) of the following identifiers for each applicant: (A) the 

5 Guam driver's license number or Guam identification card number of the 

6 applicant issued by the Department of Revenue and Taxation, Motor Vehicle 

7 Division; or (B) if the applicant does not have a Guam driver's license or 

8 Guam identification card, the last four ( 4) digits of the applicant's social 

9 security number; or (C) if the applicant does not have a Guam driver's 

1 o I icense or Guam identification card or a social security number and the 

11 applicant attests to that, a unique identifying number consisting of the 

12 applicant's unique identification number to be assigned by the GEC 

13 Executive Director. 

14 ( 10) the statement: "Unlawful Registration is a Crime. Any person who 

15 willfully causes, procures or allows himself or herself or any person to be 

16 registered as a voter, knowing himself or herself or the other person not to be 

17 entitled to registration, is guilty of a felony of the third degree." 

18 (I]) the signature of the applicant~ and 

19 ( 1 if the applicant is unable to sign the form, a statement that the 

affidavit was completed according to the applicant's direction. 

21 (b) At the time of submitting a voter registration application, a person 

shall present a validly issued photo identification card issued by a federaL 

state, Guam secondary schooL Guam post-secondary school or Government 

Notwithstanding the requirements of Subsection (a) of this 

3 



Section, upon satisfactory proof age, every person that meets all eligibility 

2 requirements to and is (16) years of or older, may 

3 preregister to vote. A properly executed registration made pursuant to this 

4 Subsection shall be deemed effective as of the date the affiant will be 

5 eighteen ( 18) years of if the information in the affidavit registration is 

6 still current at the time. If the information provided by the affiant is not 

7 current at the time that the registration would otherwise become effective, the 

8 affiant must provide cunent information by any means authorized in this 

9 Chapter for persons eighteen (18) years of age or older for the affiant's 

lo registration to become effective. 

11 "( 1) Notwithstanding any other provisipn ~pf faw, a person who is 

12 seventeen (17) years old on the date of a primary election and who is 

13 otherwise qualified to vote shall be qualified to vote at that primary, 

14 including voting as an absentee, during a grace period, or voting early 

15 with respect to that primary, if that person will be eighteen (18) years 

16 

17 All references to the requirement that a person must be eighteen 

18 

19 Section. 

For the pumoses of this Section, an individual who is seventeen 

21 

attest to any voter registration forms." 

Section 2. 108 of Chapter Title 3 of Guam Annotated Code, is 

hereby amended to read: 

"§3108. Application Constitutes Registration. 

4 



2 

3 

a 

or district in 

application received the 

11 to read: 

12 §9126. Reporting of Name and Signing Roster. 

13 A person desiring vote shall his or her full name and address to 

14 the precinct officials at the polling place and shall 12resent a validly issued 

15 

17 

18 and determining that the 

name as a on the precinct the 

shall clearly and loudly announce the person's name. If no person challenges 

21 the or after a the board 

challenged \/1H .. ll!\.,U to the person 

the permitted In the case a 

who unable to that 

and board members shall initial the 

person shall then permitted to Any to 

5 



I is denied by the precinct board may immediately appeal the decision to 

2 the Commission and, unsuccessful, to the Superior Court of Guam." 

3 Section 4. § 15402 of Chapter 15, Title 3 of Guam Annotated Code, is 

4 hereby amended to read: 

5 "§ 15402 J\tlanner of Voting. 

6 Any person desiring to vote at a primary shall state his or her full name 

7 and address to the election officials and shall present a validly issued photo 

8 identification card issued by a federal, state, Guam secondary school, Guam 

9 post-secondary school or Gove1nment of Guam entity to the precinct official 

1 o the person desiring to vote is not 

11 challenged, a precinct clerk shall issue to him or her only one (l) official 

I 2 primary ballot. The voter shall proceed to enter one ( 1) of the compartments 

13 provided and therein mark the ballot. The marked ballot shall immediately be 

14 placed in the ballot box provided. In addition, the provisions of Chapter 10 of 

15 this Title (Absent Voting) shall also apply to a primary election so as to 

16 permit voting by absentee ballot therein.H 

17 Section 5. §2103 (c) of Title 3 of the Guam Code Annotated is 

18 arnended to read: 

19 "§2103. Election Commission, Duties and Responsibilities of; 

20 Audit Report; Rule-Making Authority. 

21 As early as reasonably possible, but not later than June 30 in each 

odd-numbered , the Commission shall prepare and deliver an annual 

report to I Maga' !alum Guahan, the Speaker of I liheslaturan Guahan, and 

the chairperson of legislative committee with jurisdiction over matters of 

elections, showing, with respect the year: 

( l) recommendations of the Commission as to amendments or 

6 



supplementation of laws affecting elections or the office of the 

2 Commission: and 

3 (2) statistical information regarding the elections conducted during 

4 the ffseal prior year." 

5 Section 6. New § l l and § 11 are added to Title 3 of the Guam 

6 Code Annotated to read: 

7 "§ 1122. Polling Place. A polling place is the location where voting 

8 takes place on Election Dav. 

9 "§ 1123. Precinct. A precinct is a designated area within the polling 

10 

11 Section 7. § 3110 (b) of Title 3 of the Guam Code Annotated 1s 

12 amended to read: 

13 "§ 3110 (b) Qualifications of Registration Clerks; Term of 

14 Appointment 

15 Any elector appointed as a registration clerk shall serve a limited term, 

16 which shall begin from the date of appointment until midnight on the day that 

17 is ten (10) twenty-one (21) days before the next scheduled general election. 

I 8 The Commission shall promulgate policies and procedures to caITy out the 

19 intent of this Section. The Commission may also establish other terms of 

20 appointment, consistent with the intent of this Section, for special elections, 

21 plebiscites, initiatives and any other non-general elections as they deem 

to allow for voter registration to be conducted by duly appointed 

ref!istration clerks." 
"'' 

Section 8. 121 (f) of Title 3 the Guam Code Annotated is 

arnended to read: 

"'§ 3121. Grounds for Cancellation of Registration. 

7 



1 (f) if the person registered has not voted in two (2) consecutive general 

2 elections, unless such person mailed an absentee ballot that was postmarked 

3 on or before the last general election day, but was received after the closing 

4 of the elect.ion polls; tenth (1 oth ) day after the general election; provided, 

5 however, that in the case of a runoff election, those registered to vote for the 

6 general election shall remain eligible to vote in the runoff election, regardless 

7 of whether they voted at the immediately preceding general election; or" 

8 Section 9. §3123 of Title 3 of the Guam Code Annotated is amended 

9 to read: 

Io "§ 3123. Cancellation of Non-Voting Registrants. 

11 Within ninety (90) days of the certification of the returns of any 

12 general election or a runoff election subsequent thereto, the Commission 

13 shall cancel the registration of any person who failed to vote in the general 

14 election pursuant to § 3121 (f). Prior to the cancellation of registration for any 

15 voter who has failed to vote in two (2) consecutive general elections, the 

16 Commission shall first notify by mail its intention to such voter, and publish 

17 in a newspaper of general circulation a list of individuals whose registration 

18 will be cancelled at least thirty (30) days prior to cancellation. +he 

19 registration of a person who mailed an absentee ballot that was postmarked 

on or before the general election, b1:1t v1hose ballot 'tVas not received by the 

21 Commission prior to the closing of the polls at the geHeral election; or a 

person \vho votes in a general election, but who fads to vote in any runoff 

8 



l 

2 election, but did vote in a n1noff election held subsequent to sueh general 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 after a general election; or 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 The Commission shall notify by mail whose registration is 

l4 cancelled of that fact, and that the person no longer eligible to vote until 

that has as provided in this Title. The Commission 

16 shall establish by a for a who that that 

17 s has been cancelled erroneously to challenge such 

18 cancellation." 

19 Section 10. §31 of 3 the 

to 

1 "§ 3124 Reports of Adjudged Incompetents. 

are 

person 

or herself, or 

Annotated amended 

or her 

9 



1 being declared mentally incompetent or committed to a mental facility as an 

2 incompetent person. shall file with the Commission no later than forty five 

3 (45) days before any election a certificate of that fact, and thereupon the 

4 Commission shall cancel the name of that person upon the " 

5 Section 11. §3126 and 127 of Title 3 of the Guam Code Annotated 

6 are amended to read: 

7 "§ 3126 Preservation of Registration Affidavits. 

8 The Commission shall preserve all uncancelled affidavits of 

9 registration, and the cancelled duplicates, made for the purpose of procuring 

Io registration. The affidavits of registration shall constitute the register 

l 1 voters required to be maintained by the provisions of this Title. 

12 § 3127 Compilation of Registration Affidavits. 

Within ten (I 0) days after the last day of registration for any election, 

14 the Commission shall compile the original and duplicate affidavits of 

15 registration for each precinct in which the election is to be held in such 

16 manner as the Commission may prescribe in the Election ~1anual. 

17 Section 12. §4102 of Title 3 of the Guam Code Annotated is amended 

18 to read: 

"§ 4102. Number of Voters Per Polling Place. 

20 The Commission may and designate precincts within each polling 

24 

place in a manner that the total number of voters estimated at 

each polling plaee precinct will not substantially exceed eight hundred 

(800)." 

Section 13. 

am~ended to read: 

116 (a) of Title 3 of the Guam Code Annotated is 

"§ 7116. Security of Ballots. 

10 



The Commission shall promulgate and publish in the Election I\1anual 

2 mles and regulations pursuant to the Administrative Adjudication Law to 

3 ensure maximum security of the ballots and assure the integ1ity of the 

4 election process. The rules shall provide, at the minimum: 

5 (a) that each that will contain cast ballots be locked and 

6 sealed from the time the ballot boxes are 

7 transported from the Commission until their opening at the Election Return 

8 Center after polls close;" 

9 Section 14. Effective Date. This Act shall become effective upon 

1 o enactment. 

11 Section 15. SeverabiJity. If any provision of this Act or its application 

12 to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect 

13 other provisions or applications of this Act that can be given effect without 

14 the invalid provision or application and to this end the provisions of this Act 

15 are severable. 

11 
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Sponsor Statement 

Bill 279-33 

An act to add a new subsection (1) to §3102(b) of 

Chapter 3, Title 3, Guam Code Annotated, Relative to 

Clarifying Eligible Age for Voting During the Primary 

and General Election. 

Thank you to the Committee Chair, Senator Respicio, for 

expeditiously scheduling a public hearing on Bill No. 

279-33 (COR). 

Bill 279-33 adds a new subsection to current Guam 

statutes to further clarify the eligible age for voting 

during the primary based on the existing eligibility age of 

voters in the general election. Basically, pre-registered 

voters who are 17 years of age would be allowed to vote 

in the primary election only if they will be 18 years old 

by the general election. 

As it is now, the age of consent is 16 years old; the age 

to get a driver's license is also 16 years old. And to 

1 



enlist in military service, one must be 17 years old with 

parental consent. Age 16-18 years is a critical age for 

many of our young adults, and thus we need to make 

every attempt to include them and prepare them to take 

responsibility. As American citizens on Guam, we all 

know the critical importance of suffrage and voting 

rights, especially since our votes for president are not 

counted when it comes to electoral votes. Given this 

context, we should unite to make uniform the ability of 

voters who will be of age in the general election to 

contribute to the selection of candidates who we will 

ultimately vote for in the general election. We all know 

when we are able to contribute, we take ownership. Let's 

provide our constituents with ability to own this vital 

part of our democratic process. 

I appreciate the work of Senator Torres in initiating the 

law that allows persons at least 16 years of age to 

pre-register to vote. It is important for us to facilitate 

and encourage responsible participation for in the voting 

process. Through Bill 279-33, I believe we can help our 

young adults to witness their efforts and see that they 

have the ability to make a difference. 

2 



Guam can help make history by joining 21 states and the 

District of Columbia that already allow 17 year olds who 

will be 18 by the general election to participate in their 

state primaries or caucuses. 

It's important for me to emphasize that primary voting 

rights for 17-year-olds does not change the voting age 

since only those 1 7-year-olds who will be 18 by the 

general election may vote in the corresponding primary 

election. This bill treats the nomination contest as an 

integral part of the general election in which these 

citizens can vote. Remember the 26th Amendment 

prevents jurisdictions from denying suffrage to 

18-year-olds, but does not prevent our legislature from 

establishing 17-year-old primary voting. 

If I can emphasize one thing today it is that voting when 

young fom1s a lifetime habit. All parties have a 

self-interest in encouraging this policy-if a 17-year-old 

votes in a particular party's contest, that young person 

may vote for decades based on their shared values and 

interests. Studies show youth will vote if asked to do 

3 



so-this policy increases youth engagement in the 

political process by creating an ethos of participation 

from a younger age. Once a person votes, that person is 

likely to vote again. 

I look forward to listening to the testimony provided this 

morning, and hope to get the support of my colleagues to 

have Bill 279-33 passed so that we can ensure that 

eligible young adults are included in the very important 

process of voting in Guam. 

In closing, just imagine that you are 1 7 years old and you 

keep hearing from older brothers and sisters and parents 

and grandparents about the issues of the day; imagine 

that you see a candidate at the mall or at a social event; 

imagine that you are really upset about a cancer death of 

a loved one or coconut rhinoceros beetles that have 

attacked trees along the road, imagine that you are 

concerned about the quality of your science lab- you 

now can approach the candidates and tell them what you 

think and they will be more than polite--you feel 

empowered and engaged. You can imagine the difference 

you can make as a more engaged and empowered citizen 

4 



once you realize that you can affect your future and 

theirs. It's more than imagining now, today we can make 

it a reality with this important bill. That is the power of 

democracy and that is the miracle of waking the spirit up 

in our young people. 

5 



GUAM ELECTION COMMISSION 
Kumision lleksion Guahan 

Your VOTE is your voice. ~ BOTA ya un ma kuenta. 

March 22, 2016 

Honorable Rory J. Respicio 
Majority Whip 
Chairman, Committee on Rules, Federal, Foreign & 
Micronesian Affairs, Human & Natural Resources, 
Election Reform and Capitol District 
I Mina' Trentai'tres Na Liheslaturan Gw.lhan 
155 Hesler Place 
Hagatiia, GU 96910 

Hafa Adai Mr. Chairman: 

At a public meeting of the Guam Election Commission, last night, March 21, 2016, Bill No. 
279-33 (COR) was discussed. The Commissioners welcome any bill that will promote 
participation in the voting process. In particular, the Commission is very supportive of the 
efforts to grow the young voters, a very poorly represented sector of our voter population 
(8.6% of the 2014 General Election voters). Please keep in mind that more resources will 
be required should this bill become law. 

Si Yu'os ma'ase' for your continued support of the Guam Election Commission. Puedi ha' 
mas meggai na man hoben man bota yan man ma kuenta este i mamaila na ileksion! 

Exe 
PANGELINAN 

414 W. Soledad Ave.• GCIC Bldg. Ste. 200. Hagatna, Guam 96910 

671. 477.9791 (tel) • 671. 477.1895 (fax) 

vote@gec.guam.gov (e-mail) • http:l/gec.guam.gov (website) 





Jon J.P. Fernandez 
Superinte!'ldent of Education 

GUAM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Curriculum and Instructional Improvement 

Office of the Deputy Superintendent 
500 Mariner Avenue, Barrigada. Guam 96913 
Mailing: P.O. Box DE, Hagatna, Guam 96932 

Telephone:(671)300-l635/1247 
dioffice@gdoe.net 

Testimony in Support of Bill 279-33 

Joseph L M. 5anchez 
Deputy Superintendent,. 

Curriculum and Instructional 

Hafa Adai! Thank you Madam Speaker, Madam Chairperson Underwood and Senators! 

My name is Joe Sanchez and I am the Deputy Superintendent of Curriculum and 

Instructional Improvement of the Guam Department of Education. I come before you today to 

offer my support of Bill 279-33. As an educator and one who is responsible for crafting the 

educational experience of students in the GDOE, I would like assert that this Bill is really a 

prime example of "the point of education." Allowing our young people access to and an 

opportunity to expand their ability to participate in the political process is a recognition of 

their voice and importance to our society. 

The SHI is directiy aligned to our Department's Mission which in summary charges us to 

Prepare AU Students for a Hfe where they can go straight into a career, pursue higher 

education and to be engaged in our civic processes. 

This also comes at a time where there seems to be an eagerness in this generations 

desire to be involved and to have their voices heard. I have several examples that I am proud 

to share with you today. 

In SY2013-14, when we were drafting our State Strategic Plan we visited schools to meet 

with students to get input on the challenges they were experiencing and to obtain some 

suggestions on how we can improvement he department. The input they provided was 

nothing short of impressive. They spoke about instructional quality1 the need for rigor in the 

classroom, the lack of resources, the need for more technology, their desire to be treated with 

respect, racism in the schools, school violence. All of their input was taken into consideration 

when crafting our state plan. 

The students who are currently on our Island-wide Board of Governing Students 

(IBOGS): This is an impressive group. They do not sit idly by and just listen to the adults speak. 

They get involved. They voice their concerns. And they let you know when they disagree with 

you. They bring a very mature and humbling perspective to the table at all of our Board 

meetings and work sessions when they participate. I enjoy working with them very much. 



Very recently, over the past few months in fact, we have students from various middle 

and high schools participate in the Imagine Guam conventions- The meetings for Imagine 

Guam where we were to craft a vision and plan for the Island for the next SO years. I couldn't 

be prouder of our student representatives. As I walked around observing the groups, I found 

them to be very eager to share and participate. They were thoughtful and very articulate and 

again, contributed a very important perspective to the groups work. 

This Bill would allow our young people greater access to a process that we want them to 

their a we can intent by 

strengthening our curriculum in the areas of civics and government and promote the elections 

as a culminating activity for many of our Junior and Seniors. 

Together with the law that allows for early registration at 16, these Bills and those 

similar show that we are moving in the right directions when it comes to hearing and lending 

legitimacy to the voices of Guam's youth. 

Thank you again for this opportunity. 



Senator 

in response to the article on the PNS 
threshold to 17. I am quite sure that 

aware of the science behind statement. 

that states you want to lower the 
as a professional educator are 

Science shows us that most young adult brains do not fully mature until the of 
23 old. Yet, 

let them consume alcohol at 21 
them tobacco at l 

-\Ve let them enlist in the military at 18, and in some cases 
Were they are armed and make decisions of life and death 

-We let them married at age 18 
-We let them vote to remove, retain or select 

the new leaders of our community and island at the age of 18 
-We let them enter into legal contracts at age 18 
-We let then in consensual sex at age 16 

let them operate automobiles at 16 
-We put curfews on them until they are 18, and even older 
-We require to pay taxes vvhen get jobs, even for the summer jobs. 

What I am trying to say is, the age of majority should be based on logical considerations. 
If we try to factor in th idea that young adults participate in the election process in high 
school, please accept this nugget of information; these elections are 90% based on 
popularity, and in most cases less than 10% actually participate by voting. And that 
extends to college. In my capacity as a former SBA (JFKHS) and a student 
council member and president (UOG), the numbers are fairly true. So by lowering the 
threshold to vote serves no logical reason other than to increase the total number of 
qualified voters. 

are young adults, aged 1 prepared to make an informed decision to select our 
I wonder. I know that many 18+ olds are not, because they tell me so. 

leave well enough alone, don't Just a town in the states or a politician 
does or it. does not mean it should be done. I thank you for your time, 

Sincerely, 

Phil Protasio 
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Senator 
Rory J. Respicio 

CHAIRPERSON 

MAJORITY LEADFR 

Senator 
Thomas C. Ada 

VICE CHAIRPERSON 

ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER 

Speaker 1 

Judith T.P. Won Pat, Ed.D. 
Member 

Vice~Speaker 

Benjamin J.F. Cmz 
Member 

Legislative Secretary 
Tina Rose Muna Barnes 

Member 

Senator 
Dennis G. Rodriguez, Jr. 

Member 

Senator 
Frank Blas Aguon. Jr. 

Member 

Senator 
Michael F.Q. San Nicolas 

Member 

Senator 
Nerissa Bretania Underwood 

Member 

V Anthony Ada 
MINORITY LEADER 

Mary C. Torres 
MINORITY MEMBER 

March 17, 2016 

VIA E-MAIL 
joey.calvo@bbmr.guam.gov 

Jose S. Calvo 
Director 
Bureau of Budget & Management Research 
P.O. Box 2950 
Hagatiia, Guam 96910 

RE: Request for Fiscal Notes - Bill Nos. 279-33(COR) through 281-33(COR) 

Hafa Adai Mr. Calvo: 

Transmitted herewith is a listing of I Mina'trentai Tres Na Liheslaturan Gudhan's 
most recently introduced bills. Pursuant to 2 GCA §9103, I respectfully 
request the preparation of fiscal notes for the referenced bills. 

Si Yu'os ma'ase' for your attention to this matter. 

Very Truly Yours, 

Senator Rory J. Respicio 
Chairperson of the Committee on Rules 

Attachment (1) 

Cc: Clerk of the Legislature 



279-33 
(COR) 

280-33 
(COR) 

281-33 
(COR) 

N. B. Underwood, Ph.D. 

Tommy Morrison 

FRANK B. AGUON, JR. 

CHAPTER 3, TITLE 3, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE 
TO CLARIFYING ELIGIBLE FOR VOTING DURING THE 

PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION. 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A BINDING REFERENDUM 
DURING THE 20 I 6 GENERAL ELECTION TO DETERMINE 
WHETHER THE IMPLEMENTATION OF COMPENSATION, 
CLASSIFICATION, ANTI BENEFITS ADJUSTMENTS 

PURSUANT TO THE COMPETITIVE WAGE ACT OF 2014, AS 
APPROVED BY I MAGA'LAHEN GUAHAN AND I 
LlliESLATURAN GUAHAN FOR CLASSIFIED, UNCLASSIFIED, 

I
, APPOINTED, AND ELECTED POSITIONS OF THE 

GOVERNMENT OF GUAM, SHALL CONTINUE. 
! 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A BINDING REFERENDUM 

DURING THE 2016 GENERAL ELECTION TO DETERMINE 
WHETHER THE IMPLEMENTATION OF COMPENSATION, 
CLASSIFICATION, AND BENEFITS ADJUSTMENTS, 

PURSUANT TO THE COMPETITIVE WAGE ACT OF 2014, AS 

APPROVED BY I MAGA 'LAHEN GUAHAN AND I 
LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN FOR CERTAIN APPOINTED AND 
ELECTED POSITIONS OF THE GOVERl\1MENT OF GUAM, 
SHALL CONTINUE. 
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Vice-Speaker 
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Member 

Senator 
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Member 

Senator 
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Member 

Senator 
Michael F.Q. San Nicolas 

Member 

Senator 
Nerissa Bretania Underwood 

Member 

V Anthony Ada 
MINORITY LEADER 

Mary C. Torres 
MINORITY MEMBER 

Certification of 
Waiver of 

Fiscal Note Requirement 

This is to certify that the Committee on Rules submitted to the Bureau 
of Budget and Management Research (BBMR) a request for a fiscal 
note, or applicable waiver, on Bill No. 279-33 (COR) - N.B. 
Underwood, "AN AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (1) TO 
§3102(b) OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 3, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, 
RELATIVE TO CLARIFYING ELIGIBLE AGE FOR VOTING 
DURING THE PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION/'- on 
February 17, 2016. COR hereby certifies that BBMR confirmed receipt 
of this request March 17, 2016 at 12:57 P.M. 

COR further certifies that a response to this request was not received. 
Therefore, pursuant to 2 GCA §9105, the requirement for a fiscal 
note, or waiver thereof, on Bill 279-33 (COR) to be included in the 
committee report on said bill, is hereby waived. 

Certified by: 

Senator Rory J. Respicio 
Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

March 30, 2016 
Date 



·. \ COMA.-IITTEE ON RULES 
f Jt,lina'trentai Tres m1 Lilteslatunm Guah11n • The 33rd Guam Legislature 
155 Hesler Place, Hagatfla. Guam 96910 • www.g11;ur;/egiJature.a;m 
E-mail: nny/inguam@gmail..com • Td: (671)472-7679 •Fax: (671)472-3547 

Senator 
Rory l Respicio 

CHAIRPERSON 

MAJORITY lEADfR 

Senator 
Thomas C. Ada 

VICE CHArRPERSON 
ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER 
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Member 

Legislative Secretary 
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Member 
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Member 
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Member 

Senator 
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Member 
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Member 
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Mary C. Torres 
MINORITY MEMBER 

March 15, 2016 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Rennae Meno 
Clerk of the Legislature 

Attorney Therese M. Terlaje 
Legislative Legal Counsel 

_,,// /~//~ 

From: Senator Rory J. Respicio,,/ ,/ 

Chairperson of the Committee on Rules 

Subject: Referral of Bill No. 279-33(COR) 

As the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, I am forwarding my 
referral of Bill No. 279-33(COR). 

Please ensure that the subject bill is referred, in my name, to the respective 
committee, as shown on the attachment. I also request that the same be 
forwarded to all members of I Mina'trentai Tres Na Liheslaturan Guahan. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office at 
472-7679. 

Si Yu'os Ma'ase! 

Attachment 
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Rory Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> 

First Notice of Public Hearing and Round Table Meeting- Tuesday, March 22, 
2016, 9:00 A.M. 

Senator Rory J. Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> Tue, Mar 15, 2016 at 2:21 PM 
To: Benjamin JF Cruz <senator@senatorbjcruz.com>, "Dennis G. Rodriguez" <senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>, 
"Frank Blas Aguon, Jr."<aguon4guam@gmail.com>, "Judith T. Won Pat, Ed.D." <speaker@judiwonpat.com>, Mary 
Camacho <marycamachotorres@gmail.com>, "Michael F. Q. San Nicolas" <senatorsannicolas@gmail.com>, 
Nerissa Underwood <senatorunderwood@guamlegislature.org>, "Thomas C. Ada" <tom@senatorada.org>, Tina 
Rose Muna Barnes <senator@tinamunabarnes.com>, "V. Anthony Ada" <senatortonyada@guamlegislature.org>, 
"hottips@kuam.com" <hottips@kuam.com>, "news@guampdn.com" <news@guampdn.com>, "news@k57.com" 
<news@k57.com>, jasmine@postguam.com, John Oconor <john@postguam.com> 
Cc: phnotice <phnotice@guamlegislature.org>, Vince Arriola <\1'.)arriola@guamlegislature.org>, Therese Terlaje 
<legislati\ecounsel@guamlegislature.org>, Tom Unsiog <sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>, mis 
<mis@guamlegislature.org>, av@guamlegislature.org, Guam Legislature Clerks <clerks@guamlegislature.org> 
Bee: "Lawrence, John - NRCS, Barrigada, GU" <john.lawrence@pb.usda.goV>, Joseph Mafnas 
<j9400nas 112@hotmail.com>, "margaret.aguilar@epa.guam.gov" <margaret.aguilar@epa.guam.goV>, 
"katy .r.damico@usace.army.mil" <katy .r.damico@usace.army.mil>, Angie Mendiola <a8783@hotmail.com>, Da\1d 
Tydingco <dal.Ad@chamorro.net>, Matthew Sablan <matt.sablan12@yahoo.com>, "Joseph S. Mafnas" 
<Joseph.Mafnas@agriculture.guam.goV>, "Rory J. Respicio" <roryforguam@gmail.com>, Tom Ada 
<tom@senatorada.org>, "Frank Aguon, Jr." <aguon4guam@gmail.com>, Tommy Morrison 
<tommy@senatormorrison.com>, Mary Camacho Torres <marycamachotorres@gmail.com>, Senator lina Rose 
Muna Barnes <senator@tinamunabarnes.com>, "Frank Blas, Jr." <frank.blasjr@gmail.com>, Blaine Dydasco 
<bdydasco@senatorada.org>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>, Bruce Lloyd <bruce.lloyd.media@gmail.com>, 
Carlos Pangelinan <carlos.pangelinan@senatorbjcruz.com>, "Mayor Vicente S. Taitague" 
<talofofomayor@gmail.com>, Doris Lujan <mayordorisfloreslujan@gmail.com>, "raymond.shinohara@gmail.com" 
<raymond.shinohara@gmail.com>, EAC/HAC <ecris64@teleguam.net>, Southern Guam SWCD 
<southernguamswcd@gmail.com>, robert.lizama@dpr.guam.gov, pwall@uguam.uog.edu, Edwin Reyes 
<edwin.reyes@bsp.guam.goV>, wil.castro@bsp.guam.gov, Eric Palacios <eric.palacios@epa.guam.goV>, "MARY 
GRACED. AGUILAR" <honey_grace99@yahoo.com>, bart.lawrence@pb.usda.gov, jasmine@postguam.com, news 
<news@pacificnewscenter.com>, Brad Kloppenburg <bdk@keiguam.com>, "<hpk@keiguam.com>" 
<hpk@keiguam.com>, Andrew Fairfield <andy96921@gmail.com>, Eddy Reyes <eddyjreyes@gmail.com>," 
<hannaheartean@gmail.com>" <hannahearlean@gmail.com>, "<da\1d@Vcllleyofthelatte.com>" 
<dal.Ad@Vcllleyofthelatte.com>, Elaine Tajalle o <etajalle@guamlegislature.org>, "jonmanglona@gmail.com" 
<jonmanglona@gmail.com>, Maria Pangelinan <maria.pangelinan@gec.guam.goV>, "<\Ote@gec.guam.goV>" 
<\Ote@gec.guam.goV>, Joaquin Perez <kinginza@yahoo.com>, Michael Benito <mbenito@paylessmarkets.com>, 
austin.j.shelton@gmail.com, Robert Perron <rperron@ite.net>, Bob Perron <raperron@mrrubbishman.com>, Flori 
Sanchez <fsanchez.mpgsagua@gmail.com>, fms_sanchez@yahoo.com 

March 15, 2016 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Members 

All Media 



From: Senator Rory J. Respicio 

Chairman 

Subject First Notice of Public Hearing and Round Table Meeting-
Tuesday, March 22, 2016, 9:00 A.M. 

Hafa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & 
Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the following on Tuesday, March 
22, 2016 the Legislature's Public Hearing Room: 

9:00 A.M. Public Hearing 

• Appointment of Robert A. Perron, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 

• Appointment of Florida M. Sanchez, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 

• Bill No. 279-33 (COR)- /1 AN AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (1) TO §3102(b) OF CHAPTER 3, 
TITLE 3, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO CLARIFYING ELIGIBLE AGE FOR VOTING 
DURING THE PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION," by Senator Nerissa B. Underwood, Ph.D. 

10:00 A.M. Round Table Meeting 

• Continuing discussion of solutions for erosion problems of the Talofofo and Ugum Rivers and the 
attendant environmental and economic impacts. 

Written testimony for the hearings should be addressed to Senator Rory J. Respicio, Chairperson, Committee 
on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol 
District, and may be submitted via email to or hand-delivery/mail to 155 Hesler 
Place, Hagaffla, Guam 96910. The hearings will be broadcast live on Docomo channel 117 and GTA channel 
21. Should special assistance or accommodations be required, please contact Elaine Tajalle at my office at 

or by e-mail at Si Yu'os Ma'ase'! 

Gerl< of the Legislature 

Executive Director 



Sergeant-at-Ann; 

MIS 

AV 

2016.03.15_RJR PH First Notice for 2016.03.22.pdf 
194K 



SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJORITT LFADER 

CHAIRPERSON 
COMMl1TH ON ROLES; HOERAL FOREIGN & MiCRONESIAN AFFAIRS: 
11\JMAN & ~lATURAl !USOUP.GS. f l£CTION RH-Ol<M. ~ND CAPITOL D!HR!CT 

I ~Mina 'trentai Tres na Liheslaturan Guahan 
THIRTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

March 15, 2016 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Members 
All Media 

From: Senator Rory J. Respicio 
Chairman 

Subject: First Notice of Public Hearing and Round Table Meeting- Tuesday, March 
22, 2016, 9:00 A.M. 

H4fa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; 
Human & Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the 
following on Tuesday, March 22, 2016 the Legislature's Public Hearing Room: 

9:00 A.M. Public Hearing 
• Appointment of Robert A. Perron, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 
• Appointment of Florida M. Sanchez, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 
• Bill No. 279-33 (COR)- "AN AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (1) TO §3102(b) OF 

CHAPTER 3, TITLE 3, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO CLARIFYING ELIGIBLE 
AGE FOR VOTING DURING THE PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION," by Senator Nerissa 
B. Underwood, Ph.D. 

10:00 A.M. Round Table Meeting 
• Continuing discussion of solutions for erosion problems of the Talofofo and Ugum Rivers and 

the attendant environmental and economic impacts. 

Written testimony for the hearings should be addressed to Senator Rory J. Respicio, Chairperson, 
Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & Natural Resources; Election 
Reform and Capitol District, and may be submitted via email to or hand­
delivery/mail to 155 Hesler Place, Hagdtiia, Guam 96910. The hearings will be broadcast live on Docomo 
channel 117 and GTA channel 21. Should special assistance or accommodations be required, please 
contact Elaine Tajalle at my office at (6Zl) 472-7679 or by e-mail at etajalle@1gumnlegislature.org. Si Yu'os 
Ma't'ise'! 

cc Clerk of the Legislature 
Executive Director 
Legal Counsel 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
MIS 
AV 



Rory Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> 

Second Notice of Public Hearing and Round Table Meeting- Tuesday, March 
22, 2016, 9:00 A.M. 

·--------·--·- -·- -----
Senator Rory J. Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> Fri, Mar 18, 2016 at 8:18 AM 
To: Benjamin JF Cruz <senator@senatorbjcruz.com>, "Dennis G. Rodriguez" <senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>, 
"Frank Blas Aguon, Jr." <aguon4guam@gmail.com>, "Judith T. Won Pat, Ed.D." <speaker@judiwonpat.com>, Mary 
Camacho <marycamachotorres@gmail.com>, "Michael F. Q. San Nicolas" <senatorsannicolas@gmail.com>, 
Nerissa Underwood <senatorunderwood@guamlegislature.org>, "Thomas C. Ada" <tom@senatorada.org>, Tina 
Rose Muna Barnes <senator@tinamunabames.com>, "V. Anthony Ada" <senatortonyada@guamlegislature.org>, 
"hottips@kuam.com" <hottips@kuam.com>, "news@guampdn.com" <news@guampdn.com>, "news@k57.com" 
<news@k57.com>, jasmine@postguam.com, John Oconor <john@postguam.com> 
Cc: phnotice <phnotice@guamlegislature.org>, Vince Arriola <\flarriola@guamlegislature.org>, Therese Terlaje 
<legislati-.ecounsel@guamlegislature.org>, Tom Unsiog <sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>, mis 
<mis@guamlegislature.org>, a\.@guamlegislature.org, Guam Legislature Clerks <clerks@guamlegislature.org> 
Bee: "Lawrence, John - NRCS, Barrigada, GU" <john.lawrence@pb.usda.goV>, Joseph Mafnas 
<j9400nas 112@hotmail.com>, "margaret.aguilar@epa.guam.gov" <margaret.aguilar@epa.guam.goV>, 
"katy .r.damico@usace.army.mil" <katy .r.damico@usace.army.mil>, Angie Mendiola <a8783@hotmail.com>, Da\1d 
Tydingco <da\1d@chamorro.net>, Matthew Sablan <matt.sablan12@yahoo.com>, "Joseph S. Mafnas" 
<Joseph.Mafnas@agriculture.guam.goV>, "Rory J. Respicio" <roryforguam@gmail.com>, Tom Ada 
<tom@senatorada.org>, "Frank Aguon, Jr." <aguon4guam@gmail.com>, Tommy Morrison 
<tommy@senatormorrison.com>, Mary Camacho Torres <marycamachotorres@gmail .com>, Senator Tina Rose 
Muna Barnes <senator@tinamunabames.com>, "Frank Blas, Jr." <frank.blasjr@gmail.com>, Blaine Dydasco 
<bdydasco@senatorada.org>, Tyrone Taitano <tjtaitano@cs.com>, Bruce Lloyd <bruce.lloyd.media@gmail.com>, 
Carlos Pangelinan <carlos.pangelinan@senatorbjcruz.com>, "Mayor Vicente S. Taitague" 
<talofofomayor@gmail.com>, Doris Lujan <mayordorisfloreslujan@gmail.com>, "raymond.shinohara@gmail.com" 
<raymond.shinohara@gmail.com>, EAC/HAC <ecris64@teleguam.net>, Southern Guam SWCD 
<southemguamswcd@gmail.com>, robert.lizama@dpr.guam.gov, pwall@uguam.uog.edu, Edwin Reyes 
<edwin.reyes@bsp.guam.goV>, wil.castro@bsp.guam.gov, "MARY GRACED. AGUILAR" 
<honey _grace99@yahoo.com>, bart. lawrence@pb.usda.gov, jasmine@postguam.com, news 
<news@pacificnewscenter.com>, Brad Kloppenburg <bdk@keiguam.com>, "<hpk@keiguam.com>" 
<hpk@keiguam.com>, Andrew Fairfield <andy96921@gmail.com>, Eddy Reyes <eddyjreyes@gmail.com>," 
<hannahearlean@gmail.com>" <hannahearlean@gmail.com>, "<da~d@valleyofthelatte.com>" 
<da\1d@valleyofthelatte.com>, Elaine Tajalle D <etajalle@guamlegislature.org>, "jonmanglona@gmail.com" 
<jonmanglona@gmail.com>, Maria Pangelinan <maria.pangelinan@gec.guam.goV>, "<\Ote@gec.guam.goV>" 
<\Ote@gec.guam.goV>, Joaquin Perez <kinginza@yahoo.com>, austin.j.shelton@gmail.com, Robert Perron 
<rperron@ite.net>, Bob Perron <raperron@mrrubbishman.com>, Flori Sanchez <fsanchez.mpgsagua@gmail.com>, 
fms_sanchez@yahoo.com, shelton@triton.uog.edu, mgolabi@uguam.uog.edu, "Victor F. Cruz" 
<\1cfcruz@gmail.com>, Y-.ette Cruz <y-.ette.cruz@epa.guam.goV>, Maria.Duenas@epa.guam.gov 

March 18, 2016 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Members 

All Media 



From: Senator Rory J. Respicio 

Chairman 

Subject: Second Notice of Public Hearing and Round Table Meeting-
Tuesday, March 22, 2016, 9:00 A.M. 

Hdfa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & 

Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the following on Tuesday, March 
22, 2016 the Legislature's Public Hearing Room: 

9:00 A.M. Public Hearing 

• Appointment of Ro be rt A. Perron, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 

• Appointment of Florida M. Sanchez, Member, Guam E.'lvironmental Protection AgenC'J Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 

• Bill No. 279-33 (COR)- "AN AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (1) TO §3102(b) OF CHAPTER 3, 
TITLE 3, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO CLARIFYING ELIGIBLE AGE FOR VOTING 
DURING THE PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION," by Senator Nerissa B. Underwood, Ph.D. 

10:00 A.M. Round Table Meeting 

• Continuing discussion of solutions for erosion problems of the Talofofo and Ugum Rivers and the 
attendant environmental and economic impacts. 

Written testimony for the hearings should be addressed to Senator Rory J. Respicio, Chairperson, Committee 
on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol 
District, and may be submitted via email to or hand-delivery/mail to 155 Hesler 
Place, Guam 96910. The hearings will be broadcast live on llicomo channel 117 and GTA channel 
21. Should special assistance or accommodations be required, please contact Elaine Tajalle at my office at 

or by at SiYu 1osMa'dse1 ! 

cc Oerk of the Legislature 

Executive Director 



Legal Co~! 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

MIS 

AV 

2016.03.18_RJR PH Second Notice for 2016.03.22.pdf 
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SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJOR1TY LEADER 

CHAIRPERSON 
COMMl!TEE ON FEDERAL FOREIGN & MICRONESIAN AFl'AH!S; 
HUMAN & NllTIJRAL °"'"··"'~~<>. ELECTION REFORM. AND CAPITOL DISrRICT 

I A1ina'trentai Tres na Liheslaturan Guiihan 
. THIRTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

March 18, 2016 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Members 
All Media 

From: Senator Rory J. Respicio 
Chairman / 

Subject: Second Notice of Public Hearing and Round Table Meeting- Tuesday, 
March 22, 2016, 9:00 A.M. 

Hafa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; 
Human & Natural Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the 
following on Tuesday, March 22, 2016 the Legislature1 s Public Hearing Room: 

9:00 A.M. Publi.t;Hearing 
• Appointment of Robert A. Perron, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 
• Appointment of Florida M. Sanchez, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 
• Bill No. 279-33 (COR)- "AN AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (1) TO §3102(b) OF 

CHAPTER 3, TITLE 3, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO CLARIFYING ELIGIBLE 
AGE FOR VOTING DURING THE PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION," by Senator Nerissa 
B. Underwood, Ph.D. 

10:00 A.M. R,QUl!_~!_Table Meeting 
• Continuing discussion of solutions for erosion problems of the Talofofo and Ugum Rivers and 

the attendant environmental and economic impacts. 

Written testimony for the hearings should be addressed to Senator Rory J. Respicio, Chairperson, 
Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & Natural Resources; Election 
Reform and Capitol District, and may be submitted via email to cqr@guarnlegiEJ.lgfure.org or hand­
delivery/mail to 155 Hesler Place, Hagdtiia, Guam 96910. The hearings will be broadcast live on Docomo 
channel 117 and GTA channel 21. Should special assistance or accommodations be required, please 
contact Elaine Tajalle at my office at (671) 17:2~7()79 or by e-mail at e_tf1.ialle@guamlegislaty:re,org. Si Yu'os 
Ma'ase'! 

cc: Clerk of the Legislature 
Executive Diredor 
Legal CounllE'I 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
MIS 
AV 



Public Hearing Notice Listserv 

phnotice@guamlegislature.org (Media, All Senators, and Staff) Updatt>,d: 'February 15, 20H• 

amcborja @gmail.com duenasenator@gmail.com 

amier@mvguam.com ed@tonyada.com 

anitaataligmani@gmail.com edelynn l I 30@hotmail.com 
1--~~~.;;_~~..;;...~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~-+~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--! 

ang.duenas@gmail.com 

j uliette@senatorada.org 

kai@spbguam.com 

kcharfauros74@grnail.com 

le@guamlegislature.org 

ewinstoni@yahoo.com 

tbtorres@judiwonpat.com 

fes22744@gmail.com 

1 



mlwheeler2000@yahoo.com 

Public Hearing Notice Listserv 
phnotice@guamlegislature.org (Media, All Senators, and StaJJ) 

smendiola@guamlegislature.org 

sonedera-salas@ guamle gislature .org 

monty.mcdowell@amiguam.com s m 

staff@frankaguonjr.com 

tina.alicto@yahoo.com 

tina@tinamunabarnes.com 

tj taitano@cs.com 

tom@senatorada.org 

rowena@senatormorrison.com 

sabrina@kuam.com 
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SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJORITY LEADER 

CHAIRPERSON 
COMMITTEE ON RUUS: FEDERAL f"ORflGN & MICRONHIAN AFFAlRS: 

I J\llina 'trentai Tres na Lihes/aturan Guiihan 
THIRTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE HUMAN & NATUl\At Rf5(1Uft,CJ;S, ElKTION RHOllJ·« «ND C'J'ITOl D1mucr 

March 18, 2016 

VIAE·MAIL: 
maria.pangelinan@gec iuam,g(m 

Ms. Maria Pangelinan 
Executive Director 
Guam Election Commission 
414 West Soledad Avenue, 
GCIC Bldg., 2nd Floor, Suite 200 
Hagiitfia, Guam 96910 

Subject: Invitation to Public Hearing- Tuesday, March 22, 2016, 10:00 A.M. 

Dear Ms. Pangelinan: 

Haja Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & Nahlfal 
Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the following on Tuesday, March 22, 2016 the 
Legislature's Public Hearing Room: 

9:00 A.M. Public Hearing 
• Appointment of Robert A. Perron, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 
• Appointment of Florida M. Sanchez, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 
• Bill No. 279·33 (COR)· "AN AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (1) TO §3102(b) OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 3, 

GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO CLARIFYING ELIGIBLE AGE FOR VOTING DURING THE 
PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION," by Senator Nerissa B. Underwood, Ph.D. 

10:00 A.M. Round Table Meeting 
• Continuing discussion of solutions for erosion problems of the Talofofo and Ugum Rivers and the attendant 

environmental and economic impacts. 

I invite you to appear before this committee and provide testimony on Bill No. 279-33 (COR). Please feel free to extend this 
invitation to other interested members of our comnnmity. Testimony should be addressed to Majority Leader Rory J. 
Respicio, Chairperson, Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign and Micronesian Affairs; Human and Natural Resources, 
Election Reform, and Capitol District, and may be hand-delivered or mailed to my office at 155 Hesler Place, Hagdtfia, Guam 
96910 or e-mailed to cor@guamlegislature.Qrg. Individuals requiring special accommodations, auxiliary aids, or service shall 
contact and submit their request to Elaine Tajalle at my office. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, should you have any questions or concerns. I look forward to your attendance and 
participation. Si Yu'os Ma'ase! 

Very truly yours, 
. ,... ' /. ) (/ 

lftUr/ I /u ~P 1 tM 

Rory J. Respicio 

Hesler Phet: • Hagatna, Guam 96910 • (671)472-7679 •Fax: (671)472-3547 • roryforguam@gmail.com 



Rory Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> 

Invitation to Public Hearing- Tuesday, March 22, 2016, 10: 00 A.M. 
-------------------

Senator Rory J. Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> 
To: Maria Pangelinan <maria.pangelinan@gec.guam.goV> 
Cc: "<\Ote@gec.guam.goV>" <\Ote@gec.guam.goV> 

March 17, 2016 

VIA E-MAIL: 

maria.pangelinan@gec.guam.gov 

Ms. Maria Pangelinan 

Executive Director 

Guam Election Commission 

414 West Soledad Avenue, 

GCIC Bldg., 2nd Floor, Suite 200 

Hagdtiia, Guam 96910 

Subject: Invitation to Public Hearing- Tuesday. March 22. 2016. 10:00 A.M. 

Dear Ms. Pangelinan: 

Fri, Mar 18, 2016 at 3:06 PM 

Hafa Adai! Please be advised that the Committee on Rules; Federal, Foreign & Micronesian Affairs; Human & Natural 

Resources; Election Reform and Capitol District will be conducting the following on Tuesday, March 22, 2016 the 
Legislature 's Public Hearing Room: 

9:00 A.M. Public Hearing 

• Appointment of Robert A. Perron, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 

• Appointment of Florida M. Sanchez, Member, Guam Environmental Protection Agency Board 

Length of Term: Three (3) Years 

• Bill No. 279-33 (COR)- "AN AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (1) TO §3102(b) OF CHAPTER 3, 



TITLE 3, GUAl\-1 CODE Al\i'NOTATED, RELATIVE TO CLARIFYING ELIGIBLE AGE FOR VOTING DURING 

TIIE PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION," Senator Nerissa B. Underwood, Ph.D. 

10:00 A.M. Round Table Meeting 

• :ontinuin.g discussion of solutions for erosion problems of the Talofofo and Rivers and the 

attendant environmental and economic impacts. 

I invite you to appear before this committee and provide testimony on Bill No. 279-33 (COR). Please feel free to 

extend this invitation to other interested members of our community. Testimony should be addressed to Majority 
Leader J. Respicio, Committee on Federal, Foreign and Micronesian Affairs; Human and 

Natural Election Reform, and Capitol District, and may be hand-delivered or mailed to my office at 155 
Hesler Guam 96910 or e-mailed to Individuals special 

accommodations, auxiliary aids, or service shall contact and submit their to Elaine Tajalle at my office. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, should you have any questions or concerns. I look fonvard to your attendance 

and participation. Si Yu'os Ma'ase! 

Very truly yours, 

2 attachments 

2016.03.18_RJR Invitation to PH_GEC.pdf 
205K 

Bill No. 8279-33 (COR).pdf 
34K 



SENATOR RORY J. RESPICIO 
MAJORITY LEADER 

IA1ina'trentai Tresna Liheslaturan Gul:than 
THIRTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLATURE 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Tuesday, March 22, 2016 • 9:00 AM 

Legislature's Public Hearing Room • Hagatna, Guam 

AGENDA 

L Call to Order 

IL Announcements 

III. Items for Public Consideration 

9:00 A.M. Public Hearing 
• Appointment of Robert Member1 Guam Environmental Protection 

Board 
Length of Term: Three Years 

• Appointment of florid a M. Guam Environmental Protection 

Board 
Length of Term: Three Years 

• Bill No. 279-33 (COR)- "AN AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (1) TO 
OF CHAPTER TITLE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO 

CLARIFYJNC ELIGIBLE AGE FOR VOTING DURING TI1E PRIMARY AND 
GENERAL ELECTION," by Senator Nerissa B. Underwood, Ph.D. 

• discussion of solutions for erosion of the Talofofo and 
Rivers and the attendant environmental and economic 

IV. Closing Remarks 

V. Adjournment 

• Guam 96910 • • 



l'i'EWS RELEASE 

I Mina'trentai Tres na Liheslaturan Guahan 
33rd Guam Legislature 
Senator Nerissa B. Underwood, Ph.D. 
Committee on Early Learning, Juvenile Justice, Public Education, and First 
Generation lnitiatives 

SENATOR UNDERWOOD'S BILL CLARIFIES VOTING RIGHTS 
FOR YOUNG ADULTS 

FOR IMMEDIATE NEWS RELEASE (March 15, 2016 - Hagatiia, GU) -
Senator Nerissa Bretania Underwood, Ph.D (D), Committee Chair on Early Learning, Juvenile 
Justice, Public Education, and First Generation Initiatives, introduced Bill 279-33 (COR) this 
morning, which allows for pre-registered voters who are 17 years of age to be allowed to vote in 
the Primary Election if they tum 18 years old by the General Election. 

The introduction of Bill 279-33 (COR) was inspired by the recent judicial ruling in Ohio in 
favor of allowing voters who are 17 years of age to be able to vote in the presidential primary 
election if they turn 18 years old by the time of the presidential general election. The lawsuit, 
filed by six Ohio 17-year olds and Democratic Presidential candidate Senator Bernie Sanders 
(Vermont), sought to ensure that young people have every opportunity to get involved in the 
presidential elections. 

Bill 279-33 would clarify Public Law 33-12, introduced by Senator Mary Camacho Torres, 
which allows pre-registration of persons at least 16 years of age for upcoming elections. If 
passed, Bill 279-33 would allow young adults to exercise their right to vote if they turn 18 years 
old by the General Election date. 

Senator Underwood expressed that Bill 279-33 is in line with First Generation Initiative 
endeavors, stating, "We need to make every attempt to include our eligible young adults in the 
voting process. Ensuring that they are able vote at this age gives them the opportunity to 
witness that their efforts can and do make a difference." Senator Underwood appreciates the 
work of Senator Torres in facilitating registration and this provides the opportunity to make that 
early registration be of significance to voters and candidates for office alike. "A democracy is 
made more resilient and more accountable to the people through early participation. Voting is a 
habit that we want to encourage," she added. 

For more information, contact Senator Underwood at ~~natorun_ger_~Q_ojl_@_[l!()_mlegi?J~ture,g!_g or her 
office at 671-969-0973/4. 

--End--

Hagilila, Guam 
Tel: (671} 969--0973/4 
Fax: (671) 969--0975 

E-mail: seJlajQIJlll~.[',V_god@gtgt!!ilegi§lature.org 



Rory Respicio <cor@guamlegislature.org> 

____ ,, _____________________ ~-
News release from Senator Nerissa B. Underwood 

-·------- --------·· ---· .... _________________________________________________ _ 
Nicole Santos <nsantos@guamlegislature.org> Tue, Mar 15, 2016 at 9:20 AM 
To: john@postguam.com, news@kuam.com, K57 <news@k57.com>, Hit Radio 100 - News 
<news@hitradio100.com>, KSTERO - News <kstonews@ite.net>, Guam PON <news@guampdn.com>, Sabrina 
Salas Matanane <sabrina@kuam.com>, Jason Salas <jason@kuam.com>, Ken Quintanilla <kenq@kuam.com>, 
Krystal Paco <krystal@kuam.com>, Mar-'"1c Cagurangan <marv'ic.cagurangan@yahoo.com>, Clynt Ridgell 
<clynt@spbguam.com>, janela@k57.com, Patti Arroyo <parroyo@k57.com>, Ste\€ Limtiaco 
<slimtiaco@guampdn.com>, sraymundo@guampdn.com, "Daleno, Gaynor D" <gdumat-0l@guam.gannett.com>, 
PHrg Notice <phnotice@guamlegislature.org> 
Cc: Nerissa Underwood <senatorunderwood@guamlegislature.org>, Ibarra Hernandez 
<blahemandez89@gmail.com>, anita manibusan <anitaataligmani@gmail.com>, Scott Mendiola 
<smendiola@guamlegislature.org>, Nicole Santos <nsantos@guamlegislature.org>, marilyn tablante 
<marilyntablante@gmail.com> 

Hafa adai, 

Please see news release from Senator Nerissa B. Underwood regarding introduction of Bill 279-33 (COR). 

Thank you, 
Nicole 

Nicole Santos 
I Mina'trentai Tres Na Liheslaturan Guahan - 33rd Guam Legislature 
Office of Senator Nerissa Bretania Underwood, Ph.D. 
Committee on Early Leaming, Ju\€nile Justice, Public Education and First Generation lnitiati\€s 
(671) 969-0973/4 (office) 
(671) 969-0975 (fax) 
www.guamlegislature.org 

~ NR 03152016 Bill279_nbu.pdf 
93K 
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Roundtable hearings abound at legislature this week 

Robert Q. Tupaz I Post Nevvs Staff Mar 21, 2016 

BILL 279: Sen. Rory Respicio, chairman of the committee on election reform, will hold a hearing on Bill 279, which would a 
who are 17 years of age to \IOte in a primary election if they've pre-registered and will turn 18 years of age by the scheduled 
election. Post file photo 



Roundtable hearings abound at legislature this week 

cap: 

BILL 279: Sen. Rory Respicio, chairman of the committee on election reform, will hold a hearing 

on Bill 279, which would allow persons who are 17 years of age to vote in a primary election if 

they've pre-registered and will turn 18 years of age by the scheduled general election. Post file 

photo 

By Robert Q. Tupaz 

Post News Staff 

Several roundtable meetings are scheduled to take place this week at the Guam Legislature with 

discussions that focus on erosion, retirement benefits for government employees and the 

business privilege tax on contractors. 

As well, a measure that proposes to allow 17-year-olds a voice in primary elections will be heard 

among other proposed legislation. 

Before the first roundtable of the week, Sen. Rory Respicio's committee on natural resources 

and election reform will first receive testimony tomorrow, March 22, during a public hearing 

scheduled to begin at 9 a.m. on the reappointment of Robert A. Perron and Florida M. Sanchez 

to the board of the Guam Environmental Protection Agency. 

Respicio's committee will then tackle Sen. Nerissa Underwood's Bill No. 279-33. According to 

Underwood, Bill 279 would allow persons who are 17 years of age to vote in a primary election if 

they've pre-registered and will tum 18 years of age by the scheduled general election. 

Last year, lawmakers passed Public Law 33-12, authored by Sen. Mary Torres, which allo'vvs 

pre-registration of persons at least 16 years of age for upcoming elections. 



"We need to make every attempt to include our eligible young adults in the voting process. 

Ensuring that they are able to vote at this age gives them the opportunity to witness that their 

efforts can and do make a difference," Undeiwood said upon introducing Bill 279 on March 1 

Erosion 

At 10 a.m., Respicio will shift the committee into a roundtable to continue discussion of solutions 

for erosion problems of the Talofofo and Ugum Rivers and the attendant environmental and 

economic impacts. 

In December, over three dozen government officials took the Valley of the Latte River Adventure 

tour to see soil erosion along the southern rivers. Almost an acre of land has been lost into the 

ocean because of soil erosion, said property owners. 

Moreover, environmental concerns were raised because the soil leads off the river banks and 

ends up in the ocean and the coral reefs, smothering the reef and preventing coral from settling 

in. Another effect of the erosion off the river banks is excess algae, which deters fish, experts 

said. 

Later in the day, at 5:30 p.m. Speaker Judith Won Pat will convene the committee on higher 

education and cultural affairs to receive testimony on the appointment of Richard P. Sablan to 

the board of trustees of the Guam Community College. 

In addition, Won Pat will hear Bill No. 230-33 introduced by Sens. Tony Ada and Frank F. Blas, 

Jr. The measure proposes to name the Guam and Chamorro Educational Facility as the 

"Senator Antonio Tony' M. Palomo Guam and Chamorro Educational Facility'' 

Palomo, a former senator and journalist, was highly regarded as a Guam historian and educator. 

He served as the Guam Museum head from 1995 to 2007. Palomo passed away in 2013. 

On Wednesday, March 23, at 3:30 p.m. Vice Speaker Benjamin Cruz will continue his series of 

roundtable discussions on his proposed hybrid retirement plan as contained in Bill No. 2-33. 



Cruz already held several discussions since December on the proposal and is proceeding 

cautiously with any changes as he gathers stakeholder input about the future of the government 

of Guam retirement plan. 

Cruz continues to solicit input from the public, especially employees that may be affected. 

Interested individuals can submit testimony, view submitted testimony, presentations, and the 

GGRF actuary's reports on both his official website at www.senatorbjcruz.com and that of the 

Office of Finance and Budget at www.ofbguam.org. 

Sen. Michael San Nicolas will round out the week of roundtables on Thursday, March 24, with a 

discussion on Bill No. 221-33. The measure introduced by Sen. Frank Aguon Jr., concerns the 

business privilege tax on contractors to prevent the possibility of double taxation of certain 

projects and contract classes. 

The roundtable on Bill 221 begins at 2 p.m. All hearings are scheduled to take place at their 

respective times and dates in the public hearing room of the Guam Legislature in Hagatna. 

Robert Tupaz 
Working for you! 



Young voter bill backed 
Shawn Raymundo,..-aymundo@guampdn.com 1:55 a.m. ChST March 23. 2016 

Several government officials Tuesday testified in support of the latest election reform bill that could allow 

certain 17-year-olds to vote in the island's upcoming Primary Election. 

Earlier this month, Sen. Nerissa Undef'M'>od, D-Tamuning, introduced Bill 279-33 

(http:U202.128.4.46/Bills Introduced 33rd/Bill%20No. %20B279-33%20CCOR).pdf), which intends to give 17-

year-olds who 'hill turn 18 on or by the Nov. 8 General Election the opportunity to vote in the Primary Election. 

"As American citizens in Guam, we all know the critical importance of suffrage and voting rights, especially 

since our votes for president are not counted v.tien it comes to electoral votes." Underw:>od said. "Given this 

context, we should unite to make uniform the ability of voters v.tlo iMll be of age in the General Election to 

contribute to the selection of candidates." 

(Photo: PON file) Leonardo Orsini, vice speaker of the Guam Youth Congress, praised the bill. calling it patriotic to American 

ideals of democracy. He also said the measure highlights an opportunity to increase voter turnout from the 

youth demographic. 

PPCIFIC DAJL Y NEWS 

Guam Election Commission owes money for unplanned expenses 

(httpi /www.gua!llJdn.com'story/news/20 I 6/02/28/guam-election-commi5sion-owes­
mmcy-unplanned-cxpe115es/80972248/) 

"Such a practice - that is implemented in at least 20 states - seems to create greater access for young adults to participate in our democratic 

process." Orsini said. 

"We young adults represent a demographic that has historically filled the lowest voter turnout. It has also been realized as the strongest and often 

untapped pool of voters for any election; he added. "As politically engaged individuals, we realize the need for our voices to be heard and for a 

political system to allow us to become agents of change." 

If enacted, the initiative is likely to incite more participation from youths, according to Ron McNinch, associate professor of public administration at the 

University of Guam. He hopes it will create a domino effect, in v.tlich the youth demographic grows in subsequent elections. 

"When younger people vote, that kind of creates an effect v.tiere others want to vote. We do stuff because we're constantly comparing ourselves to 

other people," McNinch said. "I certainly hope that young people iMll catch on to this: 

Guam Election Commission Executive Director Maria Pangelinan said the commissioners support any initiative to increase voter participation, especially 

from Guam's youths, v.tlich made up only 8.6 percent of the votes in the 2014 General Election. 

"The commissioners welcome any bill that 'w\111 promote participation in the voting process," she said. "In particular, the commission is very supportive of 

the efforts to grow the young voters, a very poorly represented sector of our voter population." 

During the public hearing, Pangelinan advised lay.makers that if the bill is enacted, the Election Commission would need additional resources. 

PACIFIC DAILY NEWS 

Bill would a llow 17-year-olds to vote in Primary Election 

(httpJ/www.guampdn.com/story/news/2016/03/21/bill-would-a!hw-1 7-year-olds-vote­

prirnuy-election182065950!) 

"We 'MJUld have to set up the database to weed out those who won't be 18 by the General Election," Pangelinan said . 



The agency is 1MJrking to upgrade its voter registration system, pending supplemental funds from the Guam Legislature. The Election Commission, 

Pangelinan said, also needs another $309,000 to conduct the Primary Election. 

It'll take about $97,000 for a quick fix of the voter registration system, which is more than 20 years old, Pangelinan said. 

Sen. Tony Ada, R-Sinajana, asked Pangelinan how the Election Commission plans on implementing the technology necessary for Undel¥.Qod's bill, 

should it pass. 

"In terms of how are we going to implement this law when it becomes enacted? We v.111 come back to you to let you know that ... this ls >Mlat m've done, 

this is the progress we made and this is v.tiat need to continue on," Pangelinan said. 

PACIFIC OAll Y NEWS 

(httpi/www.guanl)<ln.con:Vstoiy/lite/2016/02/21/guam-youth-coogress-strives-represent­
ishnd-youths/80686482/} 

Read or Share this story: http://www.guampdn.com/story/news/2016/03/22/young-voter-bill-backed/82105584/ 



I Mina 'Trentai Tres na Liheslaturan Guahan 
3:F Guam Legislature 

Senator Nerissa Bretania Underwood, Ph.D. 
Chairperson. Committee on Early Learning, Juvenile Justice, 
Public Education and First Generation Initiatives 

March 24, 2016 

Mr. Jon Fernandez 
Superintendent 
Guam Department of Education 
500 Mariner Avenue 
Barrigada, GU 96932 

Hafa Adai Superintendent Fernandez, 

The Offices of Senators Rory Respicio and Nerissa Bretania Underwood, Ph.D. request the opportunity 
to visit Simon Sanchez on March 31 and remaining public high schools in the following days to garner 
feedback and testimony on Bill 279-33 which directly affects high school students on Guam by 
expanding voter eligibility in the primaries to 17 year olds who will be 18 by the general election. 

If students already have written feedback and testimony on this bill, please encourage them to submit 
by the deadline of April 1 to the Committee on Rules via Senator Rory J. Respicio's office. Testimonies 
can be delivered to 155 Hesler Place, Suite 302, Hagatf\a, Guam 96910 or emailed at 
roryforguam@gmail.com. 

Sincerely, 

Nerissa Bretania Underwood, Ph.D. 
Senator 

155 Hesler Place. Suite 104 
Hagatna, Guam 96910 
Tel: (671) 969-0973/74 

Fax: (671) 969-0975 
Email: senatorunderwood@guamlegislature.org 




